Muscle collagen content in diabetic rats.
Collagen content (mg/dl of dry weight) was measured biochemically in the extensor digitorum longus and the soleus muscle in rats. Comparison of muscles from diabetic (induced by intraperitoneal streptozotocin injection /60 mg/kg body weight/) and non diabetic controls showed an increase in the collagen content of the extensor digitorum longus, and little change in the soleus. The differences did not attain statistical significance indicating that the accelerated collagen ageing attributed to diabetes may not necessarily be true in all tissues.